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Introduction



In this portfolio, | will talk about my time in the Honors Program at NWACC. |
have enjoyed my time in the Honors Program while attending NWACC. In this portfolio, |
will talk about the ways the Honors Program helped me “demonstrate engagement,”
“cultivate curiosity,” and “explore perspectives,” how the Honors Program prepared me
for the workforce, a few experiences that | had while a member that | would like to
share, and advice that | have for new members. In conclusion, | will elaborate on what |
have learned while being in the Honors Program.

Section 1: How the Honors Program helped me “demonstrate
engagement,” “cultivate curiosity,” and “explore perspectives”

First, | will talk about the ways the Honors Program helped me “demonstrate
engagement,” “cultivate curiosity,” and “explore perspectives.” | took three Honor
classes and each one helped me in demonstrating engagement, cultivating curiosity,
and exploring perspectives. All three classes helped me grow in all three areas in
various ways. In summary, | will use the next three paragraphs to elaborate on each
Honors class that | took and how each class embraced engagement, curiosity, and
perspectives.

Now | will discuss how Principles of Biology I, Honors helped me embrace the
Honors core values. Principles of Biology I, Honors | demonstrated engagement by
participating in class discussions and also by engaging in an environmental study with
the class. | cultivated curiosity by using hypotheses to determine the outcome of labs
and experiments performed in class. And | explored perspectives when | was working
with my classmates on group projects through discussions by contributing ideas and
working with my classmates to come to a mutual agreement (for example, this
happened in group labs). In summary, this class provided several opportunities to
Honors core values.

Next, | will talk about how Composition Il, Honors helped me grow in
demonstrating engagement, cultivating curiosity, and exploring perspectives. In
Composition Il, Honors | learned to engage through classroom discussions and
providing feedback on fellow classmate essays. My curiosity was cultivated when |
wanted to learn how to create a survey for my last essay because my essay was on a
controversial topic. My last essay for Composition I, Honors was Study of Rape
Culture. | also explored perspectives when reading other classmate’s essays for peer
review and how people say things can change the meaning of what is being said. To
demonstrate this concept, my fellow classmates and | had to write an essay explaining
how our religious beliefs, our environment, and our parents and family influence the way
we talk and act. All in all, Composition Il, Honors did a great job demonstrating
engagement, cultivating curiosity, and exploring perspectives.

Lastly, | will elaborate on how Public Speaking, Honors helped me “demonstrate
engagement,” cultivate curiosity,” and “explore perspectives.” | was demonstrated
engagement in the class when | participated in the group impromptu advertisement for a



fictional de-aging product and when | help my group in our team debate. | also give a
impromptu speech on why Abraham Lincoln was the best President of the United States
in class. | cultivated curiosity when | was doing research about recycling and how it
affected the ocean and the animals that lived in the ocean for out debate. And |
explored perspectives when working with my team members for the debate. | also
explored perspectives when one of us in the class had to give a speech on controversial
topics, such as vaccines, for example. | did my controversial speech from the viewpoint
that vaccines do not cause autism; this controversial because some people do believe
that vaccines cause autism. | also did my occasional speech as an award of excellence
(given to Rachel Ackerman). Perspectives were also explored when all of my
classmates and | had to give an occasion speech. In other words, my time in Public
Speaking, Honors helped me to “demonstrate engagement,” “cultivate curiosity,” and
“‘explore perspectives.”

Section 2: How the Honors Program prepared me for the workforce

Now | will discuss how the Honors Program has prepared me for the workforce.
The Honors Program has prepared for the workforce in several ways. One way the
Honors Program prepared me for the workforce is to listen to and acknowledge different
perspectives. Another way that the Honors program has prepared me for the workforce
is by improving my public speaking skills. The Honors Program also work on my
presentation skills. My communication skills have improved during my time in the
Honors Program. The Honors Program has helped me improve my time management
skills. The Honors Program has inspired me to maintain my good work ethic. Having to
meet deadlines for assignments has also improved my time management. The Honors
Program has also helped me improve my research capabilities. My time in the Honors
Program has also emphasized the importance of teamwork. Lastly, the Honors Program
has helped me improve my Microsoft skills. All in all, the Honors Program has helped
improve my hard and soft skills, which has prepared me for the workforce.

Section 3: Fun experiences with the Honors Program

Next, | would like to share a few experiences that | had when | was a member of
the Honors Program. One experience that | enjoyed when | was a member of the
Honors Program was going to see A Christmas Carol in December of 2019 at Theatre
Squared. | enjoyed seeing the A Christmas Carol told to a boy, who waiting on father to
come pick him up, by the librarian from a story book. | was impressed with how the cast
told the story. A second experience that | would like to share is going to downtown
Bentonville for a historical account of different murders. | have always like history, so it
was interesting to learn about different points in Arkansas’ history. | also enjoyed game
night; it was fun playing various games with fellow Honors members. | have enjoyed
getting to know other members of the Honors Program. Lastly, | enjoyed attending the
Honor’s Christmas White Christmas in December of 2019. It was nice getting to see all
of my fellow Honors students and witnessing presents being stolen and who ended up



with present by the end of the night. In summary, these are a few experiences that |
have enjoyed during my time as a member of the Honors Program.

Section 4: Advice for future Honor Students

Finally, I would like to give some advice to future Honors students. Believe in
yourself. Join the Honors Program and take Honors classes because they are
educational and fun. Do not overload yourselves with too many activities; put education
first but have fun as well. Remember, Honor classes are smaller so there is more one-
on-one time with the instructor. Manage your time wisely so you do not have to rush and
complete assignments at the last minute. Lastly, remember that being in the Honors
Program looks good on your transcript. In summary, this the advice that | would give
future Honor students.

Conclusion

In other words, my time in the Honors Program has been educational and fun. It
is amazing how fast times flies when your having fun. The Honors program has
prepared me for the workforce. | have been able to “demonstrate engagement.”
“cultivate diversity,” and “explore perspectives” while in the Honors Program. | also
learned a lot while being a member of the Honors Program. In conclusion, it has been
an honor to be a part of the Honors Program.
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